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| realized that the most important thing is to keep on going.
Actually, | gave up my dream for some reasons before the
camp, but the strong feelings and shining eyes towards the
future achievement of high school campers moved me. During
the camp, | remembered why | found my dream and why |
wanted to realize it when | was a high school student. There
are many scenes that | remember and it is a little hard to
choose one. What | remember the most is that some of the
campers said "Whatever happens, | will not change what | want
to do." This strong feeling will always cheer you and me up.
Thank you for the great experience.
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Although | participated in this camp as a counselor, | believe |
learned more from the high school students than they could have
possibly learned from me. The best quality of this camp is the
atmosphere it creates where participants are encouraged to be the
change they want to see in the world. Before starting the camp, |
expected that the counselors would need to facilitate discussions,
generate ideas, and guide the campers down the path of thinking
about their futures. However, this expectation was quickly proven
wrong. | learned that the role of a counselor is not to mold the
campers' experiences to fit our expectations, but to step back and
support what the campers' decide for themselves. | learned that
with a little encouragement, high school students will facilitate
their own discussions, broaden each other's horizons, and plan
futures more admirable than anything a counselor could come up
with. | was amazed to see students learn how to lead
conversations during the OYM Quest core room activities,
sometimes not needing the guidance from a counselor at all.
Likewise, | was amazed to see other students form social groups
to continue working towards making a change in the world that are
still active after the camp finished. By far, what | learned the most
from this camp is the incredible vibrance of the dreams of an
empowered high schooler.
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